 
MACLA presents Secos y Mojados in 
 “A Body Parted: Shrapnel of Present Time” 
(Esquirlas de tiempo presente)
Performances, Exhibition & Digital Mural 
 
San José, CA --- August 23, 2011 --- MACLA/Movimiento de Arte y Cultura Latino Americana, presents “A Body Parted: Shrapnel of Present Time” (Esquirlas de tiempo presente), an interdisciplinary work that takes a multi-layered approach to immigration and border crossing by the Secos y Mojados artist collective: Victor Cartagena, Violeta Luna, David Molina, Antigone Trimis, and Roberto Varea. 

 
Founded in 2007 Secos y Mojados is a San Francisco based collective that focuses on exploring immigrant narratives through interdisciplinary performance. The collective derives its name from the effect that clandestine border crossings, particularly the most dangerous ones across deserts, rivers and seas, have on the body of the migrant. 
 
Presented at MACLA as a world premiere, A Body Parted: Shrapnel of Present Time / Esquirlas de tiempo presente is the second performance panel of the “Border (TRIP)tych” The project aims to generate a ritual/visual narrative focused on a migrant’s journey as she leaves her home in Latin America and arrives in the US searching for a better life. Continuing the work that began with Part One (Buried In The Body of Remembrance), the (TRIP)tych’s second installment follows the difficult path of a woman as she migrates north, asking the audience to rethink the prevalent stereotypical images of immigrants in our society. 
 
In MACLA’s gallery Victor Cartagena presents a major installation entitled, Utopia/Nightmare: The American Dream,” “Utopia/Pesadilla: El Sueño Americano,” with sound components by David Molina. “In this installation I project the the dreams, fears and dangers of the journey taken to the North,”, explains Cartagena. The exhibition is a “conceptual map, with its use of red thread representing migration routes full of emotional and physical turmoil.”  Pillows suspended in mid-air, wrapped, tied and knotted in red threads criss cross throughout the gallery. Video projections by Cartagena and sound elements by Molina create an imaginary landscape that invites the viewer to feel and think about the impact of immigration on those who are willingly or more often forced to leave their homeland in search of a new one. Cartagena says of his work, “Every night we lie with our head on the pillow..; our dreams are journeys to utopian lands or nightmarish realities.” An integral part of the installation are the footprints and all imprints that we leave behind revealing our history and identity.
 
Cartagena’s installation is an integral element of A Body Parted: Shrapnel of Present Time / Esquirlas de tiempo presente and will be activated through performance by Violeta Luna and live sound by David Molina for the Creative Capital world premiere and is the second performance panel of the trilogy entitled BORDER TRIP(tych) (TRIP(tico) de la Frontera. Roberto Varea writes that the work “…examines the immigrant’s moment of crossing as she is compelled to leave her homeland in el Sur (the South), and the process of being divided – by the landscape, memories, dreams, and a new life on the other side - begins to take hold of her.
 A Body Parted… does not employ live spoken text as the primary storytelling mechanism; rather, it is embedded in gestures interwoven with visual and sound imagery, and grounded in a visual installation intervened by physical actions, a process that the audience is highly encouraged to take part of. By telling the story of the immigrant through this interdisciplinary collage, Secos y Mojados renders a marginalized subject profoundly human in spite of her oppressive circumstances, asking the audience to rethink the prevalent stereotypical images of immigrants in our society.” 
 
This project includes a 45-foot digital mural created by Victor Cartagena that is currently on view on MACLA’s William Street façade and is supported by the Creative Work Fund. The mural focuses on the immigrant experience and it depicts images of an immigrant whose face is tattooed with maps of border crossings.  The word MIEDO (Fear) is stenciled on the wall asking the viewer to reflect on the effect of immigration on the migrant and the host communities.  In order to create the mural, Cartagena met with members of the downtown San Jose community, to gather stories of immigration and the mural is a response to those meetings.
 
“In keeping with the mission of MACLA, ‘to incubate new visual, literary and performance art in order to engage people in civic dialogue and community transformation,’ this multi-layered project incorporates all of the values for which MACLA stands,” said Anjee Helstrup-Alvarez, Executive Director of MACLA.
 
Since its founding in 1989, MACLA has developed projects that use an ethnographic approach to art making as a means to cultivate new audiences and creates programs that examine cultural intersections.  Through artistic practices and dialogue about our work, MACLA cuts through social and economic barriers to reach a broad range of the local community.
 
Exhibition: August 31 – October 16, 2011

Reception & Artist Talk: September 2 at 7:00pm
Victor Cartagena will provide an engaging walk-through of the exhibition.  
Violeta Luna and David Molina will provide a micro-performance immediately following. Roberto Varea and Antigone Trimis will engage the public in conversation.
 
 
Gallery Hours:
Wednesday & Thursday, 12pm - 7pm and Friday & Saturday, 12pm - 5pm. And by special appointment. Free Admission
 
Secos y Mojados Performances
Friday, September 23       7:30 PM doors open, 8 PM performance

 
Saturday, September 24   7:30 PM doors open, 8 PM performance

 
Sunday, September 25   1:30 PM doors open, 2 PM performance
 
$10 at the door; $9:00 in advance; $8:00 with student ID
To purchase tickets please visit www.maclaarte.org
Please call (408) 938-3594 for more information.
Visual artist, Victor Cartagena has been making art in the Bay Area since fleeing his homeland of El Salvador in the late 80’s. His artistic practice includes printmaking, fine art, the world of theatre, public art and video production.  His work has explored his memories of the violence in El Salvador and his experience of relocating to the United States as well as a range of issues including consumer culture, homelessness, material waste, the death penalty, immigration, exile, identity, perception and the use of power.  His work has been exhibited at such Bay Area spaces as Southern Exposure, Palo Alto Cultural Center, the Museum of Oakland, the University Art Museum at UC-Berkeley, Intersection for the Arts, SOMARTS, Galeria de la Raza, New Langton Arts, Catherine Clark Gallery, to name a few. He has exhibited in New York, Philadelphia, Honolulu, and throughout California, and internationally in Mexico, Argentina, Chile, Japan, El Salvador, Spain, Belarus, Ecuador, Greece and France. His work is included in many private and institutional collections, and he has been the recipient of numerous grants and awards, most recently receiving a Creative Work Fund grant in 2010 and a Cultural Equity Grant in 2005. 
Roberto Varea began his theater career in his native city of Cordoba, Argentina. He has directed numerous productions and workshops associated with new play development, particularly with Latin@-Chican@ artists in the United States. Varea is the founding artistic director of Soapstone Theatre Company, a collective of male ex-offenders and female survivors of violent crime, and of El Teatro Jornalero!, a performance company that brings the voice of Latin American immigrant workers to the stage. Roberto is Associate Professor of Theater at the University of San Francisco, where he is co-founder of the Performing Arts and Social Justice Major, and Director of the Center for Latino Studies in the Americas (CELASA). The first book of his two-volume anthology Acting Together: Performance and the Creative Transformation of Conflict was just published by New Village Press.
Violeta Luna’s (Performance Artist / Activist) work explores the relationship between theatre, performance art and community engagement. Working within a multidimensional space that allows for the crossing of aesthetic and conceptual borders, Luna uses her body as a territory to question and comment on social and political phenomena. Born in Mexico City, Luna obtained her graduate degree in Acting from the Centro Universitario de Teatro, UNAM and La Casa del Teatro. She has performed and taught workshops extensively throughout Latin America, Europe, Africa, and USA. She is currently a Creative Capital Fellow, a member of the Magdalena Project of International Women Performance Artist, and an associate artist of the San Francisco-based performance collectives La Pocha Nostra and Secos & Mojados. Her current work explores the relationship between theater, performance and community engagement. 
David Molina is an award winning composer, musician, and sound designer. For the past sixteen years, he has been creating music and sound for theatre, dance, film, radio, installations, and multimedia productions. With Secos y Mojados he taps into his own Salvadoran and SoCal cultural roots, as he composes music and soundscapes that reflect his contemporary,
urban identity, exploring mediums ranging from acoustic to electronic
instrumentation and field recordings. More info at drmsound.com

Antigone Trimis’ directorial work has been seen at Brava! for Women in the Arts, the Bay Area Playwrights Festival and the Climate Theatre.  As Assistant Director at the Magic Theatre and as dramaturg for the acclaimed production of Playland by Athol Fugard.  Ms. Trimis was a TCG observership grant recipient, has a background in music and has curated visual arts exhibits for the Magic Theatre and the Bay Area Playwrights Festival. She holds a BA in Classics from Aristotle University (Greece) and a MA in Theatre from Brown University.  Since 2006 Antigone is the Implementation Manager of San Francisco Unified’s groundbreaking Arts Educaiton Master Plan, promising equity and access in arts education for every student, at every school.
 
This project is made possible in part by the following: The Creative Work Fund, a program of the Walter and Elise Haas Fund supported by generous grants from The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation and the James Irvine Foundation.  This is part II of the trilogy BORDER TRIP(tych) / TRIP(tico)  de la frontera, a project of Creative Capital.  A Body Parted is a Creative Capital Premiere.  This activity is funded in part by the California Arts Council, a state agency, as well as the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency. Secos y Mojados is a Member of the Intersection Incubator, a program of Intersection for the Arts providing fiscal sponsorship, incubation and consulting services to artists. Visit www.theintersection.org. A Body Parted was supported by CounterPULSE's Artist Commissioning Residency.
 
Additional support provided by: 
Arts Council Silicon Valley, in partnership with the County of Santa Clara, a Cultural Affairs grant from the City of San Jose, the David & Lucile Packard Foundation, the Castellano Family Foundation, The Institute of Museum and Library Services, Silicon Valley Community Foundation, The James Irvine Foundation, The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, and MACLA donors.  MACLA is a participant in the grantee network of Leveraging Investments in Creativity, funded by the Ford Foundation.
 
         # # #
 
About MACLA:
MACLA/Movimiento de Arte y Cultura Latino America is an inclusive contemporary arts space grounded in the Chicano/Latino experience that incubates new visual, literary and performance art in order to engage people in civic dialogue and community transformation. MACLA intersects many communities, cultures, and aesthetics approaches. MACLA produces 50 programs annually in four program tracts: visual: performance and literary arts; youth arts education; and community development through arts.  www.maclaarte.org
About The Creative Work Fund:
The Creative Work Fund invites artists and nonprofit organizations to create new art works through collaborations. It celebrates the role of artists as problem solvers and the making of art as a profound contribution to intellectual inquiry and to the strengthening of communities.  Artists are encouraged to collaborate with nonprofit organizations of all kinds.
Since its inception, the Fund has awarded $7.4 million in grants for collaborations between artists and organizations to create new art works.
More recently, the Creative Work Fund has been a program of the Walter and Elise Haas Fund that also is supported by generous grants from The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation and The James Irvine Foundation.  For more information visit: www.creativeworkfund.org
 
About Creative Capital:
Creative Capital is a national nonprofit organization dedicated to providing integrated financial and advisory support to artists pursuing adventurous projects in five disciplines: Emerging Fields, Film/Video, Innovative Literature, and Performing and Visual Arts. Working in long-term partnership with artists, Creative Capital’s pioneering approach to support combines funding, counsel, and career development services to enable a project’s success and foster a successful and sustainable practice for its grantees. In its first decade, Creative Capital has committed more than $20 million in financial and advisory support to 325 projects representing 406 artists, and has reached an additional 3,000 artists through its Professional Development Program. For more information, visit www.creative-capital.org.
About the California Arts Council:
The California Arts Council is the state agency with the mission to advance Californians through the arts and creativity, with a key focus on arts education and arts in local communities. The agency is governed by an 11-member, policy-setting Council appointed by the Governor and the state Legislature.   www.cac.ca.gov
Images available upon request.
 
Contact Information: 
Jill Arnone 
The Arnone Group
408 315 5121
jilla@thearnonegroup.com
Lisa Ramirez, Curator & Visual Arts Coordinator
408-938-3403
Lisa@maclaarte.org 
 
 
